
Israel Election Results: Joint List Won 13 Seats 
 

The most important breakthrough in recent Israel parliamentarian election was 
that of the Joint List, whose 13 seats lifted it to third place and suggested that 
racist Benjamin Netanyahu’s shameful attempts to demonize Arab-Palestinian 
citizens during the campaign backfired spectacularly. The Joint List is unlikely 
to join a government, but it could conceivably become the lead party of 
opposition. The slate’s leader, MK Ayman Odeh (Hadash), has expressed 
hope that, the move will help "overthrow the right-wing government," as well 
as "preventing racism, annexation and the destruction of democracy." 

 
MK Ayman Odeh, last Sunday, with Joint List supporters in the Arab village of 
Eilaboun (Photo: Zo Haderech) 
 

After, 99.9% of the votes have been counted, Blue and White is the largest 
party with 32 seats, followed by Likud with 31, Joint List - 13, Yisrael Beytenu 
- 9, Shas - 9, United Torah Judaism - 8, Yamina - 7, Labor-Gesher - 6 and the 
Democratic Union 5 seats. The elected members of the Joint List are Ayman 
Odeh, Mtanes Shehadeh, Mansour Abbas, Aida Touma-Sliman, Walid Taha, 
Ofer Cassif, Heba Yazbak, Osama Saadi, Yousef Jabareen, Said al-Harumi, 
Jaber Asakila and Sami Abu Shehadeh  
MK Jabareen (Hadash), who heads the Joint List’s International Relations 
Committee, told MEMO that, "The results show a serious increase in the 
support of the Joint List, which proves that uniting in one list, has a positive 
reaction from our community, which in return appreciated unity and 
cooperation. It also boosts our struggle to achieve equality and peace, both in 
Israel and in the international arena." 
According to MK Jabareen "They will also block the way for Netanyahu to 
establish an extreme right-wing government. In fact, many in our community 
believed that Netanyahu could be defeated and they came to vote in order to 
be part of this change. In spite of the politics of incitements and hate of 
Netanyahu, we succeeded to send a message of possible change to our 
supporters, and to promote the politics of hope." 



The potential toppling of Netanyahu and the right-wing political factions can 
be, in Jabareen’s view, one-step further on the path to gaining rights for Arab-
Palestinian citizens of Israel, and strengthens the determination to establish a 
Palestinian state. "We will continue our struggle against discrimination and 
racism in Israel and for the establishment of Palestinian state on 1967 
borders. This solution is the only hope for the region." 
 


